
Results to Watch Across the US- November 4, 2014: 
 
Alaska 
Ballot Measure: A vote to legalize marijuana is on the ballot. It has not received a lot of official support.  
 
What is the result? 
 
Comments/Questions: 
 
 
Ballot Measure: Raising the minimum wage. Voters will decide whether to raise the state minimum wage to $8.75 
in 2015, and then to $9.75 in 2016 from the current $7.75.  Alaska is one of four red states that will decide on a 
minimum-wage increase, and supporters generally believe it will pass. 
 
What is the result? 
 
Comments/Questions: 
 
 
Arizona: 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DISTRICT 2:  This race is a rematch from 2012, when Representative Ron 
Barber, a Democrat and former aide to Gabrielle Giffords, edged the Republican challenger, Martha McSally. Mr. 
Barber, who was by Giffordsʼs side when she was shot in 2011 and was himself seriously wounded, has carried 
the mantle of his former boss, campaigning to, among other things, curb gun violence. McSally has a compelling 
biography as well. An Air Force veteran, she was the first woman to fly a combat mission and command a fighter 
squadron. The race is a virtual toss-up. 
 
What is the result? 
 
Comments/Questions: 
 
 
Arkansas: 
U.S. SenateL The Senate race in Arkansas is one of the key competitions for control of the chamber. The 
incumbent is Mark Pryor, a Democrat, who has been in a close competition against Tom Cotton, a combat veteran 
and a first-term Republican in the House of Representatives with a conservative voting record. 
Mr. Pryor is running for a third term in a Senate seat once held by his father, David Pryor. But the dynamics of 
Arkansas are changing. The state that brought the nation Bill and Hillary Clinton has moved increasingly to the 
right in recent years, which poses a challenge for the incumbent. Outside spending has been substantial, flooding 
Arkansasʼs inexpensive news media market with a torrent of advertisements — some say as never before. The 
race is very tight, but Mr. Cotton appears to have a slight edge. 
 
What is the result? 
 
Comments/Questions: 
 
 
California:  
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICT 52: Several pundits are calling the race between Scott Peters, a 
Democrat and the incumbent, and Carl DeMaio, a Republican and former San Diego councilman, one of the most 
competitive races in the country. Mr. DeMaio has considerable name recognition, is openly gay and barely 40 
years old, and has seized on Congressʼs unpopularity, calling himself a “new generation” leader.  
 
What is the result? 
 
Comments/Questions: 



HOUSE OF RESPRESENTATIVE DISTRICT 7: In a district that is evenly split between the two major parties, the 
incumbent, Ami Bera, a Democrat and first-time congressman who is a doctor, has highlighted his centrist views 
and distanced himself from his chamberʼs lackluster record. He has promoted his opposition to congressional pay 
raises and perks, as well as his membership in a bipartisan group called No Labels. This has not stopped his 
challenger, Doug Ose, who served as a representative for three terms starting in 1998, from criticizing him. “I think 
No Labels is a do-nothing group,” he has said. “I think Congressman Bera has established a record as a do-
nothing member.” Mr. Ose supports a repeal of the Affordable Care Act and has highlighted his support of 
legislation that reduced taxes. 
 
What is the result? 
 
Comments/Questions: 
 
 
District of Colombia: 
Attorney General: November will mark the first time that D.C. residents vote for their attorney general, thanks to a 
charter amendment approved by voters in 2010.  
 
What is the result? 
 
Comments/Questions: 
 
 
Florida: 
House of Represetatives:  In August, a state judge ruled that the congressional districts drawn by the Legislature 
were gerrymandered to benefit Republicans, but that it was too late to change them for this yearʼs election.  In the 
26th District, at the southern tip of the state, Representative Joe Garcia, a Democrat, faces Carlos Curbelo, a 
Republican on the Miami Dade County school board.  
 
What is the result? 
 
Comments/Questions: 
 
 
Georgia: 
U.S. Senate: The tight race between Michelle Nunn, a Democrat, and David Perdue, a Republican, is among the 
most closely watched of the year. Democrats hope it will help them gain a foothold in a conservative state with 
shifting demographics. Republicans hope they can hold the seat to help them take control of the Senate. 
 
What is the result? 
 
Comments/Questions: 
 
 
U.S. House of Representatives DISTRICT 12:  Represented by the Houseʼs last white Democrat from the Deep 
South, this district in the southeastern part of the state has been flooded with national party money as a 
businessman tries to unseat Representative John Barrow in the stateʼs most competitive House race.Less than 
two weeks before Election Day, the National Republican Congressional Committee had spent nearly $1.93 million 
to oust Mr. Barrow, the Democrat who is fighting for a sixth term, according to the Center for Responsive Politics. 
The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee had spent about $1.96 million on the race, most of it 
dedicated to opposing Rick Allen, the Republican challenger who owns a construction company based in Augusta, 
Ga. 
 
What is the result? 
 
Comments/Questions: 



Iowa 
U.S. Senate: The race to succeed Senator Tom Harkin, a liberal Democrat, has been one of the nationʼs hottest, 
most entertaining contests. The Republican, State Senator Joni Ernst, attracted national attention last spring with a 
television commercial in which she declared: “I grew up castrating hogs on an Iowa farm. So when I get to 
Washington, Iʼll know how to cut pork.” Since winning her partyʼs nomination, she has moderated her message a 
bit. Her Democratic opponent, Representative Bruce Braley, has stumbled on the campaign trial, but keeps fighting 
back. In a radio interview during the government shutdown last year, Mr. Braley lamented the fact that “thereʼs no 
towel service” in the House gym. Speaking to lawyers in July, he disparaged Senator Charles E. Grassley, a 
Republican and one of the stateʼs most popular politicians, as just a “farmer from Iowa who never went to law 
school,” and a tool of Charles G. and David H. Koch, the conservative billionaires. 
 
What is the result? 
 
Comments/Questions: 
 
 
Kansas: 
U.S. Senate: Republicans tend to win statewide races in deep-red Kansas. Nonetheless, longtime Senator Pat 
Roberts, a Republican, is in a tight, heated race to hang on to his seat in the face of a strong challenge from Greg 
Orman, 45, an independent and an investor. What was expected to be a safe Republican seat has become 
perhaps the most closely watched Senate contest in the country, as Democrats struggle to keep their majority in 
the chamber and national Republicans flood the state with big-name supporters. The Democratic candidate, Chad 
Taylor, dropped out of the race in early September, improving Mr. Ormanʼs chances of victory.  Mr. Roberts has 
been in Congress since 1981, and he has been hammered during this campaign for becoming too much a creature 
of Washington. In February, The New York Times reported that he did not have a home in Kansas, but instead 
stayed with donors when in the state. Mr. Orman has said he will caucus with whichever party is in the majority 
after the election. 
 
What is the result? 
 
Comments/Questions: 
 
 
Louisiana: 
U.S. Senate: Louisiana voters may determine whether Republicans or Democrats control the United States 
Senate, but it is possible that Election Day could end without anyone knowing who has won the seat. That is 
because state law requires that the winning candidate capture at least 50 percent of the vote. 
If none of the three major contenders vying for the job — the Democratic incumbent, Mary L. Landrieu; a 
Republican congressman, Bill Cassidy; and a retired Air Force colonel, Rob Maness, also a Republican — can 
accomplish that feat, the top two vote-getters will face off in a runoff election scheduled for Dec. 6. 
Voters, who name the economy and foreign policy as their top concerns, are aware of just how critical their state is 
in the national electoral battle. According to a recent poll by Louisiana State Universityʼs Public Policy Research 
Lab, both Republicans and Democrats say that control of Congress will play a role in their decision this fall. 
 
What is the result? 
 
Comments/Questions: 
 
Michigan: 
U.S. Senate: Representative Gary Peters, a Democrat, has been staying just out of reach of Terri Lynn Land, a 
former Republican secretary of state, in the race to replace Carl Levin, the longest serving senator in Michiganʼs 
history who is retiring at the end of his term. Just over two weeks before Election Day, 45 percent supported Mr. 
Peters and 34 percent backed Ms. Land in an EPIC/MRA poll, showing the Democratic nominee was maintaining 
his lead from previous months. The Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee has outspent the National 
Republican Senatorial Committee in Michigan.  
 



What is the result? 
 
Comments/Questions: 
 
Montana: 
U.S. Senate: After the incumbentʼs unexpected retirement, a campaign-killing plagiarism scandal and the last-
minute nomination of a political newcomer, Democrats are poised to lose a Senate seat that they have held for 
about a century. Representative Steve Daines, a Republican and the stateʼs only congressman, has a big fund-
raising and polling edge over his Democratic opponent, Amanda Curtis. Ms. Curtis, a high school teacher who 
served one term in the State Legislature, has been fighting almost insurmountable odds since stepping in to take 
over for Senator John Walsh, who ended his candidacy in August after it was revealed that he plagiarized large 
chunks of his thesis for a masterʼs degree from the United States Army War College. 
 
What is the result? 
 
Comments/Questions: 
 
New Hampshire: 
U.S. Senate: The race that is drawing the most attention is for the seat currently held by Jeanne Shaheen, a 
Democrat and former governor. Her Republican challenger, Scott P. Brown, is a former senator from 
Massachusetts who moved to New Hampshire after being defeated for re-election in Massachusetts by Elizabeth 
Warren. Ms. Shaheen has been polling ahead of Mr. Brown, who has worked under the burden of a carpetbagger 
label, but her victory is not assured. 
 
What is the result? 
 
Comments/Questions: 
 
 
U.S. House of Representative District 2: In the Second Congressional District, Representative Ann McLane 
Kuster, a Democrat, faces Marilinda Garcia, a Republican member of the state House of Representatives, in what 
appears to be a close race. 
 
US House of Representatives District 1: In the First Congressional District, Representative Carol Shea-Porter, 
the Democratic incumbent, faces Frank C. Guinta, who is seeking a rematch after she defeated him in 2012. But 
wait — that came after his defeat of Ms. Shea-Porter in 2010. Should Ms. Shaheen lose her Senate race, or Mr. 
Guinta win — again — New Hampshire will lose a national distinction of great symbolic importance: the stateʼs 
governor and the entire Washington delegation are all women. 
 
What is the result? 
 
Comments/Questions: 
 
New Jersey 
U.S. Senate: Senator Cory Booker, a Democrat, is seeking his first full term after winning a special election last 
year to fill the seat vacated by the death of Frank R. Lautenberg. Mr. Booker, the former mayor of Newark, is 
considered a rising star in the Democratic Party and is widely expected to win. His opponent, Jeff Bell, a former 
aide to Ronald Reagan, was endorsed by Gov. Chris Christie, a Republican with whom Mr. Booker has often 
enjoyed a good relationship.  
 
What is the result: 
 
 
Comments/Questions: 
 
 



North Carolina: 
U.S. Senate 
Democrat distances herself from Obama 
Earlier this year, Republicans saw Kay Hagan, a first-time Democratic senator, as a prime target. But in one of the 
nationʼs most closely watched races, she has maintained a narrow lead in the polls in recent weeks as she has 
outspent her opponent, Thom Tillis, the Republican speaker of the North Carolina Statehouse. 
While Mr. Tillis, 54, asserts that Ms. Hagan is President Obamaʼs ideological clone, Ms. Hagan, 61, has called him 
too conservative for the state, which went for Mr. Obama in 2008 before flipping to Mitt Romney in 2012. Helped 
by Mr. Obamaʼs 2008 victory, Ms. Hagan defeated Elizabeth Dole, 53 percent to 44 percent. 
The Hagan campaign has criticized Mr. Tillis for backing restrictions on voters, resistingMedicaid expansion, 
slashing jobless benefits and supporting deep cuts in the stateʼs education budget, before the State Legislature 
voted to increase school spending this year. Mr. Tillis has accused her of being too liberal for North Carolina by 
supporting the Affordable Care Act. Ms. Hagan has not disassociated herself from Mr. Obama, but she has not 
hesitated to underline her differences with him: about the oversight of veteransʼ hospitals, theKeystone XL pipeline 
debate, immigration and trade agreements. The National Journal has called her “the most moderate senator in the 
nation.” Ms. Hagan has emphasized her ties to the military, which holds great sway in North Carolina. Her husband 
is a Vietnam veteran, her brother and father were Navy officers, and her father-in-law was a Marine general. 
 
What is the result: 
 
 
Comments/Questions: 
 
U.S. House 
DISTRICT 2 Clay Aiken brings celebrity factor 
Buoyed by his celebrity and by campaign contributions from his famous friends, Clay Aiken, the singer and former 
“American Idol” runner-up, is making the race in the stateʼs Second Congressional District interesting. The 
Republican incumbent, Renee Ellmers, defeated Bob Etheridge, a seven-term Democrat, in 2010, lifted by the Tea 
Party wave as she campaigned against the Affordable Care Act. Redistricting has increased her chances by 
subtracting heavily Democratic parts of Raleigh from the district while adding stretches of the stateʼs more 
conservative Piedmont area. Ms. Ellmers has attacked Mr. Aiken, her Democratic opponent, as a rubber stamp for 
the president, attacking what she calls the “Obama-Aiken” economy. Mr. Aiken, who was a special-education 
teacher before “Idol” made him famous, has said he has nothing to do with the Obama economy. 
 
What is the result: 
 
 
Comments/Questions: 
 
Oregon: 
U.S. Senate 
Republicans have not won a statewide race in Oregon in more than a decade, but Monica Wehby, a pediatric 
neurosurgeon and the Republican in the race, is trying to change that. Ms. Wehby styles herself as a moderate 
conservative, an independent voice who supports same-sex marriage and believes the federal government should 
stay out of reproduction issues. She has criticized the Democratic incumbent, Jeff Merkley, a senator since 2008, 
as a supporter of big government and overregulation. Mr. Merkley has promoted histough-on-Wall Street 
stance and highlighted accusations that Ms. Wehbyʼs campaigndirectly copied passages of her health care 
platform from the websites of other Republican candidates. 
 
What is the result: 
 
 
Comments/Questions: 
 
 
 



South Carolina: 
U.S. Senate 
One of the nationʼs best-known senators, Lindsey Graham, a Republican, is running for a third term. He is well 
ahead in the polls, but his Democratic opponent, state Senator Brad Hutto, says that he can take down Mr. 
Graham, campaigning on the theme that the incumbent is far more focused on international affairs than he is on 
South Carolina. Mr. Graham has been highly visible in repeatedly condemning the Obama administration over the 
attacks in Benghazi, Libya, that left four Americans dead. Mr. Hutto supports a higher minimum wage and 
increased funding for education. 
Mr. Graham won the Republican primarily handily with 56 percent of the vote, even though he faced six 
challengers and attacks from the Tea Party. He has the highest disapproval rating of any Republican in the state, 
yet his campaign has far more money than his opponents. 
Complicating the race for Mr. Graham are two candidates running to his right: Victor Kocher, a Libertarian, and 
Thomas Ravenel, a Republican former state treasurer and cast member of “Southern Charm,” a reality show on 
Bravo. In 2007, after he was elected treasurer, he pleaded guilty to cocaine distribution charges. 
 
What is the result: 
 
 
Comments/Questions: 
 
U.S. House DISTRICT 1  
Mark Sanford, a Republican representing the stateʼs First Congressional District, which includes Charleston, is 
running unopposed, disregarding the widespread sniping at him for having a much-publicized affair while he was 
governor and for writing about his troubles on Facebook. In September, Mr. Sanford wrote a 2,346-word Facebook 
post announcing that he was ending his engagement to María Belén Chapur, an Argentine woman he secretly 
visited in Argentina in 2009 while telling his constituents he was hiking the Appalachian Trail. His wife, Jenny, left 
him as a result. In his Facebook post, which has been deleted, Mr. Sanford wrote that it was too difficult to 
continue his relationship with Ms. Chapur while facing a lengthy, costly legal battle with his former wife. 
 
What is the result: 
 
 
Comments/Questions: 
 
South Dakota: 
U.S. Senate: The retirement of Senator Tim Johnson, a Democrat, left his seat vulnerable to Republicans in a 
state that strongly opposed President Obama in 2012. Mike Rounds, a former governor, is seen as critical in the 
Republicansʼ effort to take control of the Senate. Recent polls suggest Mr. Rounds has a comfortable advantage 
over Rick Weiland, his Democratic opponent. 
Mr. Weiland, a former longtime aide to Tom Daschle, served as a regional director of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency after an unsuccessful congressional run in 1996. 
Larry Pressler, a former Republican congressman and senator who lost his seat to Mr. Johnson and has 
repeatedly endorsed President Obama, is running as an independent, and Democrats are concerned he could 
take votes from Mr. Weiland. 
 
What is the result: 
 
 
Comments/Questions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wisconsin 
Governor: In one of the hottest races in the country, Gov. Scott Walker, a hero to conservatives and a villain to 
liberals for his campaign against public employee unions, is seeking a second term. 
Polls show him in a close contest with Mary Burke, a former executive of the Trek Bicycle Corporation and a 
former state commerce secretary. Her lack of a political track record, and Mr. Walkerʼs contentious term in office, 
make this race primarily a referendum on the governor, a Tea Party favorite who is seen as a possible presidential 
contender. 
In a state that President Obama has carried twice, Mr. Walker won a close race for governor in 2010, the year of a 
Republican wave. In his first months in office, he pushed through budget-cutting legislation that included deep 
reductions in public employee benefits and stripped those unions of most of their collective bargaining power. 
That legislation sparked weeks of raucous protests that drew national attention, with thousands of people crowding 
into and around the statehouse in Madison. It also prompted legislators in the Democratic Party to leave the 
state in an unsuccessful effort to block the bill by preventing a quorum. But the bill became law, weakening the 
unionsʼ political power, which Mr. Walkerʼs opponents charged was his intent all along. 
The governor further cemented his conservative standing by favoring antiabortion measures, rejecting the federally 
financed expansion of Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act and signing a law requiring voters to present 
identification at the polls. 
For much of the year, the voter identification law loomed as a factor in the election, as analysts predicted that it 
would lower turnout among minority, poor and young voters, favoring Republicans. Democrats and civil liberties 
groups called it a partisan attempt at voter suppression that would produce election-day chaos – a charge that 
Democrats used to try to rally their base. But on Oct. 9, the Supreme Court blocked implementation of the law. Mr. 
Walker has proposed mandatory drug testing for people receiving government benefits, and his ads have accused 
Ms. Burke of copying parts of her economic recovery plan from other states. Ms. Burke has countered that it is 
natural to borrow good ideas, while criticizing the governorʼs handling of state finances — all in keeping with her 
self-described image as a nonideological pragmatist. 
Mr. Walker survived a recall election in 2012, with 53 percent of the vote. Ms. Burke has called for prosecutors to 
resume a stalled investigation into possible illegal coordination among his recall campaign and outside groups that 
supported him. 

 
What is the result: 
 
 
Comments/Questions: 

 


